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”77 to the standard of excellence of both work 

i’ntelec url work on the same subjects as the books received l asl 
° f th h P r is e*ood and careful, and some of the original notes in the 

Varies ” are very interesting, especially about birds For example, Miss 

Frere’s Rooks, and Miss Magill’s Cannibal Blackbirds. Miss Roper’s 
Flower Drawing gives promise of unusual excellence if persevered with. 

HERBERT D. GET Ha dt 


Next term begins Saturday, September 28th. 

Parents' Review School.— We have received very good reports on the 
Midsummer Examination. The parents appear well satisfied with the 
progress made. We are glad to notice an improvement in the Arithmetic 
in many cases. May we again suggest that, where children continue 
weak in this subject, help should be obtained from an Elementary School- 
Master. Next term begins Monday, September 16th. 


THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[_ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions oj Correspondents .] 


Dear Editor, — 1 cannot refrain from contributing, through your 
columns, my small tribute of respect and admiration to the unknown 
author of the one anonymous article in the Parents' Review for the 
current month. Common sense must surely prevail in welcoming so 
excellent a treatise on this vitally important subject ; and such words 
of sound counsel from a healthy mind are calculated to strengthen and 
help many a parent, who may not yet have thoroughly weighed the 
matter, or had the moral courage to face duty on these points. 

For the article per se, and for its publication in the pages of your 
magazine, for which it is pre-eminently appropriate, I, for one, should like 
to testify my gratitude and appreciation. Indeed I would go so far as 
to say, that to continue for years to issue this monthly organ of the 
Parents’ National Educational Union, in which the high aims and wide 
scope of its principles are set forth and developed, and to perseveringly 
avoid any word of advice on one of the most anxious of all the serious 


responsibilities of parenthood — to keep our children from the evil, — woul 
be an omission that would stultify its usefulness, and a confession < 
weakness where we look for strength. 

Ignorance cannot be bliss unless it be complete, and that is wholl 
impossible to the growing mind. It is not wise to mistake it for innocence 
on the contrary, it would be safer to regard it as sin. If there is a rig! 
and a wrong way of acquiring everything in this world, surely there 
in this matter ; and which is to be preferred ? honest or dishonest, fair < 
oul J he desire to know about the laws which govern our bodies, whic 
id' S + ln ‘ tab 'y be aroused sooner or later in every mind except that of tl 1 
mot, in the common experience of life, in the constant puzzles that me< 
us in the pages of the Bible and of history, in the rehearsal of tl 
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Commandments and the teaching of the catechism, is perfectly natural, 
perfectly pure and wholesome in itself. Whose business then is it t<^ 
watch over and safeguard the developing intelligence, and reverently 
unfold the necessary explanation, as the mind is able to grasp it ? Is man 
more wise than his Maker that he should deem any portion of His 
handiwork unfit for veneration and honour? Is the seventh word of the 
Divine Decalogue no longer fit for the ears of our children, and its plain 
meaning to be wilfully ignored in their instruction ? Does not our Blessed 
Lord Himself set us the example-let me say it in all reverencc-of plain 
speaking on this subject, as on other natural processes of these bodies of 
ours, so fearfully and wonderfully made, and which He has for ever raised 
dignified, consecrated, exalted even unto heaven itself? It is a false 
modesty which can tolerate, nay, uphold and advocate, such demonstra- 
tions of sins against marriage as are now common in the drama and the 
novel, and yet shudder at the idea of instructing our youth in the 
physiological laws of our nature, shared with every living creature that 
hath life. Is flagrant illustration of the wrong and its consequences better 
than practical instruction in the right, and in what to avoid and how 
to avoid it ? 

Is it better to attempt the purification of society by the light of the 
gospel of Ibsen, as portrayed upon the stage ; or to forewarn, and so 
forearm, our youth of both sexes by the aid of such an exposition as the 
Sermon on the Mount ? Much embarrassment caused by children’s 
remarks in company, by passages in the Lessons and other services in 
church, especially the Marriage Service, might be avoided, nay, surely 
much sin, sorrow, degradation and vice might be hindered, could we 
but resolutely strive to establish a better tone and more proper feeling 
among parents of all ranks and classes regarding their sacred obligations 
in this matter. To silence the first symptom of desire to understand the 
truth by suggestions of mystery and secret whispering can only drive 
the inquirer in time to surreptitious consultations of dictionaries, news- 
papers, inferior minds, vulgar and corrupt influences. 

I must not trespass further on your space, and will only add that the 
suggestions of the article in question as to the method of conveying such 
knowledge, leave nothing to be desired. Should any mother require a 
sanction for these principles, I find it in the example and centre of true 
womanhood, the type and expression of whatsoever is good, pure and 
lovely, the spotless ever virgin mother, whose spontaneous inquiry on 
receiving the stupendous message of the Annunciation, as recorce y 
St. Luke, for our learning, shows that practical instruction is not on y 
compatible with, but perhaps necessary to perfect purity. 

A Mother. 


. .. T . a 0 ii vmi how very valuable I consider the 

Dear Editor, —I must tell you now vei y n 

Article in July, on Purity. My bo, -aid to, -once _ Ah ™th<^f Ml 

boys were told the things you told me, t 

J _ r ibn nrrifpr ' 
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,, As the master of a boarding school for young bov* 

r ^ deeply felt’the importance, for a long time, of the subject treated' in 
th Tpareni Review, under the title, “Should not purity have the f„ st 
Since I Started this school seven years ago, I have always looked 
n it as mv duty to instruct my boys on the phys.ological facts of ani mal 
reproduction I always take plants as my starting point. I talk to each 
hov alone as he seems to me to become ready for the knowledge. I f ee l it 
necessary that a boy should get to know me and trust me before I can 
approach such subjects with him. I must own, however, that hitherto it 
has appeared to me that a boy was usually better without definite know- 
ledge of that sort, until he was 12 years old, or nearly so. As we take up 
Natural History rather strongly here, I watch my boys, and if any seems 
specially observant and likely to become curious about this subject, then I 
should talk to him earlier than to a less noticing boy. At the same time 
I quite agree with you that much younger children might gradually have 
their eyes opened to these wonderful facts by their own parents . The 
difficulty seems to me to be this : If children are taught to look upon these 
things as facts, and regard them as simply and wholesomely as they do the 
seed-bearing of plants and the laying of eggs by birds, etc., will they not 
be constantly making most uncomfortable remarks, and overpower some— 
at least the more prudish— of their elders with confusion ? I only seek 
advice ; and I would ask you, if at any time you are again writing on this 
subject will you give your opinion on this point. 

Yours faithfully, M. A. 


[The Editor is inclined to agree with the writer of the last letter as to 
the age when teaching on this important subject should be given, but she 
offers an opinion with diffidence. She is inclined to put much faith in 
watchfulness, and abundant wholesome interests, out-of-door life, and 
natural relations between children and parents. Children who have many 
younger brothers and sisters are seldom morbidly curious. At the same 
time, perhaps, children should very early be made aware of the present 
possibility of sinning and their safety should rest greatly upon the principle 
of obedience, “ Ihou shalt not” is a great deterrent to the law-abiding 
mind of the child. The discussion must close for the present. — E d.] 


Dkar Editor.— I read the “ Ethics of Punishment’’ without looking 
at the author’s name, and when I came to the end I said to myself : thal 
is written by a man, and is its only excuse. Having since discovered 
that it is written by a woman, and presumably a mother, I feel more 
s rong y than before that I must write a protest, and I trust that you wil 
hnd room for at least some part of it in the August book. 

... A* a great deal of the article, of course, I heartily agree, especiall) 
ith the quotations but one terrible paragraph has made me say solemnl) 

reahze T " G ° d f ° rbi<L ” Uoes the writer realize, or even try U 
Has sL 1 CffeCt °/ any P h y slcal or mental deformity upon a child : 
ver seen (as I saw in my childhood, nearly forty years ago) ar 
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epileptic fit, and if so has she ever forgotten it ? Does she know the power 
of a horrible sight, or story, or picture, to haunt the imagination of a 
sensitive child, whether boy or girl ? Does she know how the thought 
of an unforgivable sin can horrify and alienate a child from God 5 

The hereditary taint of sin is, doubtless, a terrible truth, but to lay the 
burden of such a truth upon a child, who has probably failed in his or her 
lessons from too much neurotic physique, not too little, is surely a ghastly 
punishment, the depth and horror of which no adult mind can fully gauge 
I he imagination will run riot up and down the gamut of mysterious* 
gruesome, revolting suffering. The child will look morbidly inwards fo^ 
symptoms of the like suffering in himself, or herself, and will, perchance, 
feel that if such a taint is in the blood it is useless to struggle against it 
and the brain which must fail may as well lie fallow at once. °And ali 
this agony will probably be endured alone, for children have a strange 
shrinking from sharing their horrors with even the best beloved of elders. 

In case of moral evil, where no tender, solemn explanation of the 
sanctity of the body, given simply and naturally by either parent, has 
had any effect, such an experiment might conceivably be justifiable, if 
the most experienced advice has been taken on the matter, but for 
idleness, I beseech you fathers, mothers, teachers, to hold your hand 
from this thing. 

The inexorable lessons of nature can be taught by the disappearance 
of unused organs, as the eyes of the mole and the cave fish, etc. 

A Mother and Guardian. 


Many parents and teachers may be glad to know of the Saturday morning 
classes, organized by the Froebel Society, for the study of Kindergarten 
Gifts and Occupations and Brushwork. The course of twelve lessons will 
commence on September 28th, at St. Martin’s Schools, Charing Cross, and 
the fees are exceedingly moderate. Further particulars can be obtained 
from the Secretary,— Miss C. Massey, 12, Buckingham Street, Adelphi. 


Mrs. E. Venables sincerely thanks all who so kindly sent her the verses 
asked for. 



